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4 Advent A 

There was an article in the newspaper a few weeks ago about a man that was pulled over 

by the police and they found a pound of cocaine in his car. When asked about the cocaine the 

man said it wasn’t his and that the wind must have blown it into his car. You know, you can’t 

make this stuff up! Now imagine that you are on the jury at this man’s trial and his attorney asks 

you to consider that the cocaine did blow into the defendant’s car. He say’s isn’t it possible? The 

attorney is trying to create reasonable doubt to convince the jury that a possibility exists that his 

client is not culpable for possession of the cocaine. Unfortunately for the defendant, reasonable 

doubt is not the same as no doubt. Most juries would convict even though there is a miniscule 

possibility that the wind blew the drugs into the car. Keep this story in mind as we unpack 

today’s Gospel. Put yourselves in the roles of Mary and Joseph. How would you react given the 

same circumstances? 

We all have our own mental images of Christmas. Much of how we think about 

Christmas is rooted in our childhood experiences. Visions of Santa Clause, family gatherings, 

sumptuous meals, presents under the Christmas tree and so on. Most of us would never think of 

Christmas as a time of crisis. But crisis is exactly what Mary and Joseph faced at the first 

Christmas.  

The Gospel begins with these words, “This is how the birth of Christ came about. When 

his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found with 

child through the holy Spirit. Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to 

expose her to shame, decided to divorce he quietly”. 

Note the distress in this situation. Mary is in our language, engaged. Technically, by 

Jewish standards, they were married but they weren’t living together. Then Joseph discovers that 

Mary is with child and he is not the father. Now, you and I know that Jesus was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, but Joseph and the community of Nazareth are at this point unaware of that fact.  

I want all the women in the church to imagine that you are Mary. You’ve just returned to 

Nazareth after being with your cousin Elizabeth for three months. Remember that after the Angel 

announced that Mary would conceive Jesus by the Holy Spirit, she left in haste to a town in 

Judea. Imagine how difficult it must have been for Mary to tell Joseph that she was pregnant. 

She knows the truth that the Holy Spirit has impregnated her with the Son of God. She has done 

nothing wrong. But will Joseph believe her? 

We don’t know exactly how Joseph reacted to Mary’s disclosure of her pregnancy, but it 

must have sounded to him like the story of the drugs being blown into the man’s car. Hard to 

believe. Certainly, the culture at the time dictated that the marriage was off. The text tells us that 

Joseph was a righteous man. What does that word righteous mean to a first century Jew? It meant 

that Joseph was an observer of the law. Joseph was a man who knew the Jewish law and applied 

that law to every situation in his life. We also know that Jewish law prescribed some very 

specific things in a situation like this. Joseph decides to divorce Mary, but he doesn’t want to 

expose her to the full effects of the law. He doesn’t want to expose what he thinks is a sin to the 

community.  

Now here is what the law prescribes in a case like this where a woman is engaged to be 

married and is found to be sexually active prior to marriage. In Deuteronomy 22:20-21 it says, 

“If evidence of the girl’s virginity is not found, they shall bring the girl to the entrance of her 

father’s house and stone her because she committed a crime against Israel by her unchasteness”.  

We don’t know how Joseph felt but we do know that Joseph was an observer of the law 

and the law prohibited him from bringing a woman that was pregnant out of wedlock into his 
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home. So, we can see the distress that both Mary and Joseph were going through. It was a very 

difficult time for them. We can also begin to understand how heroic Mary’s YES is in the 

cultural context of her time. Mary put herself in great danger by saying Yes to God and she did it 

being fully aware of the potential cost to her. Mary had total trust in God. She believed that God 

would pave the way for her to bear the Son of God and that all things are possible with God. We 

should never forget the cost of Mary’s YES. Sometimes each of us is asked to say YES to God 

and that YES comes with a cost.  

For a time, Mary and Joseph are both struggling with their circumstances. Joseph has 

made the decision to divorce Mary quietly. Imagine the thoughts that must have crept into 

Mary’s mind. How would she support her newborn Son? A woman alone with a child in those 

days had a very bleak future. There was a great crisis at the first Christmas.  

Then the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, Joseph, Son of David, 

do not be afraid to take Mary into your home as your wife. The angel explains that it is by the 

Holy Spirit that Mary has conceived this child and you are to call this child Jesus because he will 

save his people from their sins.  

Joseph was not only a righteous man; he was a man that had complete trust in God and 

was obedient to the will of God. Now, do you think that Mary and Joseph could simply go to 

their parents and friends and say, “ an angel appeared to me and told me that the events described 

by the angel would happen as proclaimed and that would be the end of it”? Would any amount of 

explaining convince the people in the small town of Nazareth that what the was told to them was 

true? Or would they react like most of us would when someone tried to convince us that a pound 

of cocaine was blown by the wind into the back seat of a car? 

The text goes on to say that when Joseph awoke, he did as the angel commanded him and 

took Mary into his home. Aren’t you glad that Mary and Joseph had the faith and trust in God 

that they exhibited on that first Christmas? How different our lives would be today if Mary and 

Joseph had not followed God’s will and took a path that appeared easier and less challenging for 

them. 

Mary and Joseph are not just statues that we put out at Christmas. These are heroes. This 

is a man and a woman that said yes to God when it was hard to say yes to God. These are people 

of real flesh and blood just like us. What a beautiful example they are of what it means to be a 

disciple of Christ. Let us pray that we too will exhibit that same kind of faith and trust in God 

when we face difficult decisions. May God grant us the grace to always say yes to his will and 

not our own. 


